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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING THE DICKSON STRING
QUARTET AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF MISSOURI-ST. LOUIS

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 5, 2011

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the members of the Dickson family
who are committed to their education and love
for the art of music. That is why parents Ray-
mond and Theresa Dickson chose to simulta-
neously enroll four of their children at the Uni-
versity of Missouri-St. Louis. Music Majors
Ashley, Benjamin, Brandon and Daniel
Dickson receive lessons and recite together as
a string quartet, under the tutelage of the
“Arianna String Quartet”, the University’s
quartet-in-residence. It is believed to be the
only resident quartet in a public university in
the United States. The Dickson family chose
Florissant, Missouri to maintain a strong sup-
port structure for their University students.

Prior to moving to Florissant, Raymond,
Theresa and their ten children had been living
in Battle Ground Washington a suburb of Port-
land, Oregon for several years. The children
were home-schooled. Most of them elected to
learn an instrument. Over time, four of the eld-
est Dickson’s began performing together as
the Dickson String Quartet.

While honing their skills at the Britt Festival
in Jacksonville, Oregon, they caught the col-
lective ears of the Arianna String Quartet, who
were guest instructors at the two-week string
quartet academy. “When people hear them, |
don’t think they can help but be drawn in,”
Arianna violist Joanna Mendoza told University
of Missouri-St. Louis Magazine.

The feeling was mutual for the Dickson’s,
who desired a continuation of their studies
with the Arianna. Working with the university,
members of the Arianna were able to create
an opportunity for the four Dicksons to enroll
together and learn as an ensemble with Uni-
versity of Missouri-St. Louis’ resident quartet.

With the Dickson String Quartet ranging in
age from 16 to 20 and never having attended
a public school at the time of their enrollment
at University of Missouri-St. Louis, Raymond
and Theresa decided to move their family to
maintain a support structure for the new uni-
versity students.

The Dickson students have thrived at Uni-
versity of Missouri-St. Louis. They've quickly
established a reputation as leaders and role
models in the Department of Music and Pierre
Laclede Honors College. They participate in
several performance ensembles, play together
as “the quartet for worship” at their local
church and have several standing ovations
through their performances as a sibling quar-
tet.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
the Dickson family and | urge my colleagues
to join me in honoring them.

JUSTICE AND EQUITY FOR MEM-
BERS OF THE UNITED STATES
MERCHANT MARINE

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 5, 2011

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker and colleagues, |
rise today to correct an injustice that has been
inflicted upon a group of World War Il vet-
erans, the World War Il United States Mer-
chant Mariners.

World War Il Merchant Mariners suffered
the highest casualty rate of any of the
branches of service while they delivered
troops, tanks, food, airplanes, fuel, and other
needed supplies to every theater of the war.

Compared to the large number of men and
women serving in World War II, the numbers
of the Merchant Mariners were small, but their
chance of dying during service was extremely
high. Enemy forces sank over 800 ships be-
tween 1941 and 1944 alone.

Unfortunately, this group of brave men was
denied their rights under the G.I. Bill of Rights
that Congress enacted in 1945. All those who
served in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air
Force or Coast Guard were recipients of bene-
fits under the G.l. Bill. The United States Mer-
chant Marine was not included.

The Merchant Marine became the forgotten
service. For four decades, no effort was made
to recognize the contribution made by this
branch of the Armed Services. The fact that
Merchant Seamen had borne arms during
wartime in the defense of their country
seemed not to matter.

No legislation to benefit Merchant Seamen
was passed by Congress until 1988 when the
Seaman Acts of 1988 finally granted them a
“watered down” G.l. Bill of Rights. Some por-
tions of the G.I. Bill have never been made
available to veterans of the Merchant Marine.

In addition, they still have not received prop-
er recognition as veterans for Social Security
purposes. If they had the “veteran” designa-
tion, their Social Security would be calculated
as if they had earned $160 more a month than
they did earn during their time in service in the
Merchant Marines. Of course, what this means
is a smaller Social Security check, now that
they are retired.

While it is impossible to make up for over
40 years of unpaid benefits, | propose a bill
that will acknowledge the service of the vet-
erans of the Merchant Marine and offer com-
pensation for years and years of lost benefits.
H.R. 23, the “Belated Thank You to the Mer-
chant Mariners of World War Il Act of 2011,”
will pay each eligible veteran a monthly benefit
of $1000, and that payment would also go to
their surviving spouses. It will also give them
the Social Security that they are due by pro-
viding them with the status of “veteran” under
the Social Security Act.

The average WWIl-era Merchant Marine is
now well into his 80s. Many have outlived their
savings. An increase in their Social Security

and a monthly benefit to compensate for the
loss of nearly a lifetime of ineligibility for the
G.l. Bill would be of comfort and would pro-
vide some measure of security for veterans of
the Merchant Marine.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting and co-sponsoring this legislation. We
can fix the injustices endured by our Nation’s
Merchant Marines by passing H.R. 23 as
quickly as possible.

———————

HONORING TANNER JOSEPH
DALMAN

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 5, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Tanner Joseph
Dalman. Tanner is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 397,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Tanner has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Tanner has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Tan-
ner has earned the rank of Senior Patrol
Leader. Tanner has also contributed to his
community through his Eagle Scout project.
Tanner designed and constructed an open
shelter for Jesse James Park in Kearney, Mis-
souri, a task that included many long week-
ends this past fall.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Tanner Joseph Dalman for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

THE SENIORS’® HEALTH CARE
FREEDOM ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January b5, 2011

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce
the Seniors’ Health Care Freedom Act. This
act protects seniors’ fundamental right to
make their own health care decisions by re-
pealing federal laws that interfere with seniors’
ability to form private contracts for medical
services. This bill also repeals laws which
force seniors into the Medicare program
against their will. When Medicare was first es-
tablished, seniors were promised that the pro-
gram would be voluntary. In fact, the original
Medicare legislation explicitly protected a sen-
ior's right to seek out other forms of medical
insurance. However, the Balanced Budget Act
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